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Introduction
This booklet is intended as a reference point for The Arches’ parents and carers following the Government’s announcement, that all children will return to Primary School and Early Years settings at the start of the Autumn term 2020. 

Guidance from the Government will continue to be issued over the coming weeks, with a review scheduled for August 11th, and the school will constantly be reviewing its approach, implementing changes where necessary and updating this booklet on the school website and via social media platforms. We will let you know, via text, when there are significant changes to look at.

[bookmark: page3]Key Messages 
For the purpose of this document, a group of children learning together will be classed as a ‘bubble.’ Two bubbles will be allowed to mix as a ‘double bubble’ but we will use our best endeavours to ensure that no other bubble/double bubble mixes.  Our aim is to group children together; avoid contact between groups; sit children beside each other in forward facing rows.  Maintain staff distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible.

All decisions regarding our provision will continue to be made with the best interests of all with the community at heart and on the best available information to hand at the time. Changes may be required to take place at very short notice for reasons including staff and/pupil absence from school and/or changing government advice. We will aim keep you as informed as quickly and as regularly as possible about these changes.

Over the coming weeks and months, it will be important for parents and carers to follow a number of guidelines, especially the following:

Health
It is a Government requirement that people who are ill stay at home.
No-one should enter the school grounds or buildings if they are displaying any symptoms of coronavirus. As a reminder, these include:

A high temperature: this means you feel hot to touch on your chest of back (you do not need to measure your temperature, but if you are able to, a temperature of 37.8 degrees Celsius or above is a high temperature;
A new, continuous cough: this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual).
A loss of taste or smell: This means that you will fully lose your taste and/or smell.

Drop-Off & Pick-Up Times:
Only one parent/carer should attend the drop-off and pick-up of your child. Parents must stick to the allocated drop-off and pick-up times and must minimise contact with others. Do not gather at the entrance gates or doors and please do not enter the teacher only zones outside classrooms. If collecting from the main entrance please buzz the buzzer and push the gate with your elbow if you can’t hand sanitise BEFORE and AFTER touching the buzzer/gate. 

[bookmark: page5]What you need to know…

Safeguarding
Safeguarding continues to be The Arches’ highest priority. On 2nd September all children are expected back in school, and the Government are looking to fine parents who fail to send their children to school without just cause.  If your child is ill YOU must ring school to explain this absence.

Changes to behaviour policy 
There will be the following expectations that all children are expected to adhere to;

Ill staff/pupils should staff at home
Following schools instructions such as hand washing and hand sanitising 
Following instructions on who can socialise with who at school 
Moving round schools as per specific instructions 
Expectations about catching it, bin it and kill it (good respiratory hygiene)
Avoiding touching your face 
Following rules about sharing equipment or other items 
Following social distancing as necessary

Children who willingly do not follow these expectations will be given 2 warnings. If they continue to disobey the strict rules on social distancing and hygiene routines, then this pupil will be sent home, in line with the amended Behaviour for Learning Policy.

Who? Where? When?
[bookmark: page10]Each child and their 1 adult should come to their designated entrance, as demonstrated by the ‘Bubble map’, keeping socially distant from others (queuing 2 metres apart).  Please remain at the OUTER gate.  Your child will be greeted by the member of staff on duty and handed immediately over to the teaching assistant in their ‘bubble’ who will sanitize their hands and take them into their class base where they will be asked to wash their hands thoroughly.



Bubble Map

	
6W
Year 6
Staff: Mrs Williamson & Mrs Brewster
Drop off: 8.30am-8.40am
Pick up: 3.00pm-3.10pm
Saughall Road Entrance

	
6J
Year 6
Staff: Miss Johnson, Miss Jones & Miss Plested
Drop off: 8.30am-8.40am
Pickup: 3.00pm-3.10pm
Saughall Road Entrance


	
5C
Year 5
Staff: Mr Chwalko, Mrs Bowie & Mrs Stott
Drop off: 8.30am-8.40am
Pick up: 3pm-3.10pm
Carlisle Road Entrance

	





We ask that children DO NOT bring to school:
· bikes or scooters
· toys
· pencil cases
· any other personal items.



 
For further information please read ‘Headline Document’ or ‘Conditional Reopening Plan’. 
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4/5B
Year 4/5
Staff: Miss Baker & Mrs Newell
Drop off: 8.30am-8.40am
Pick up: 3.00pm-3.10pm
Carlisle Road Entrance


	
	Snug



	
3/4H
Year 3/4
Staff: Miss Hancock, 
Miss Hopwood & Miss Whelan
Drop off: 8.40-8.50am
Pick up: 2.50-3pm
Carlisle Road Entrance

	
	
1/2W
Year 1/2
Staff: Mrs White, Mrs Campbell & Miss Whitfield
Drop off: 8.40-8.50am
Pick up: 2.50-3pm
Saughall Road Entrance

	2/3M
Year 2/3
Staff: Miss McCormick, Mrs Rumsey & Miss Borland
Drop off: 8.40-8.50am
Pick up: 2.50-3.00pm
Carlisle Road Entrance
	
	1/2R
Year 1/2
Staff: Mrs Rees (Mon – Weds), Mrs Crawford (Thurs & Fri), Mrs Whittaker & Miss Armstrong
Drop off: 8.40-8.50am
Pick up: 2.50-3.00pm
Saughall Road Entrance







Being Contactable
As usual, it is important for parents to always be contactable by the school in light of the Government’s ‘Test and Trace’ approach should a member of the community become ill. Therefore, please ensure your contact details are up to date and if not, let school know immediately. 

We will therefore need to contact parents quickly should we believe this to apply in the case of your child.

Question & Answer Section

Will children in FS2 be in school full-time i.e. Monday – Friday?
Yes. All children, in all year groups are expected to be back full time from September.

Will I be fined if I don’t send my child to school?
Yes.  Please work with the school to avoid this happening.

If my child is not on site, will he/she still be able to access distance learning, and who will set this?
Distance learning will not continue after 17th July.

Will my child be required to wear school uniform?
A version of…. To assist with the recommendation that clothing is washed regularly, the Governor’s have agreed that pupils can wear a modified version of the uniform for the Autumn term:  A white plain t shirt/polo shirt, covered by the school sweatshirt /hoodie along with black jogging bottoms, (without a logo) and trainers. Clothes should be washed as frequently as possible and a daily shower/bath, hair wash and nail scrub would be the ideal to ensure you are not carrying any germs around with you. 

Will my child or staff be required to wear PPE?
No, but all children will be asked to wash their hands regularly and use hand sanitizer which will be provided by the school.

What will my child be required to bring to school?
A named water bottle is compulsory for all pupils.  They may also being a coat if necessary and a healthy snack, if you do not want to order one from the kitchen. Other items must not be brought into school as children will be provided with individual sets of equipment, including everything they need. Named water bottles and coats must go home daily. 

If bringing sandwiches from home, for lunch, these should be in a disposable bag that can go directly in the bin after lunch. NOTHING ELSE SHOULD COME IN FROM HOME.

Will you still be able to medicate my child if they are on long standing medication?
Yes, the usual rules apply. If your child requires medication for ADHD, we will continue to medicate your child as we would in school normally.  If your child needs medicating for any other condition, please speak to the Headteacher.

Will lunch be provided for my child in school?
Yes. A hot/cold lunch option will be available. The usual charges will apply for lunches for pupils in KS2 not eligible for free school meals.  All FS2 and KS1 pupils will receive a Universal Free School Meal.

What about snack?
You will be able to order snack from the kitchen, as you were before lockdown, as long as your child has credit on their account.  Alternatively, your child can bring in a healthy snack from home.

How is curriculum planning from September 2020 taking into account the lost teaching time.
A detailed curriculum plan is in place to encourage rapid catch up and to ensure the usual broad and balanced curriculum remains in place. The plan includes a specific and increased focus on Maths, English, reading and phonics within the timetable will allow pupils to catch up on any identified gaps.  Science, RE, RSE, Computing, Music and PE will be taught separately.  Other topic areas will be taught incidentally through the English topic. 

How will social distancing work in practice?
Risk Assessments relating to the phased return of pupils to the school site have been completed and will continue to be reviewed and revised. The children within bubbles will not be expected to socially distance, however staff will use their best endeavours to distance at 1m+.  This information can be found within our ‘Covid-19 reopening’ website tab. Further government guidance can also be found here. 

To socially distance, we ask parents/carers to stick to the drop-off and pick-up arrangements above. Children within each bubble/double bubble will remain the same and the number of staff within each will be limited. Desks and classrooms are set up to adhere to government guidelines ie. Sitting side-by-side, facing forwards. No double bubble will interact with any other double bubble. A one-way system put in place in the corridor will be used and a toilet rota and outdoor rota employed to avoid bubbles interacting. 
[bookmark: page9]Please remember, only one adult should drop-off/pick-up and parents are not allowed to enter the school building without a prior appointment. Should you need to visit in person or contact your class teacher, an appointment can easily be arranged by phone and all teachers can be contacted via email. Email addresses are available on the website. 

Our expectations regarding social distancing, hygiene and other reasonable measures will be explained to all pupils and changes will be made to our behaviour policy.  

Children willingly refusing to follow the new social distancing and hygiene measures will be sent home. One-way systems and stickers encouraging social distancing will be set up where appropriate. The children will be taught about the importance of washing their hands and the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it principle’ will be applied and regular reminders given. 

Will the temperature of my child be taken on arrival?
No. If your child complains of feeling ill or looks out of sorts we will use a contactless fever scanner to take their temperature.  If a temperature is recorded of 37.8 degrees Celsius or above, your child develops a new, continuous cough or a change to their normal sense of taste/smell, we will contact you immediately. We have organised an isolation area, where your child will sit, wearing a mask, with a member of staff using appropriate PPE while you arrive to collect.  

What happens if my child is ill when in school?
If taken ill during the day, a pupil will be assessed by a first aider. If presenting with symptoms of Covid-19, (a temperature recorded of 37.8 degrees Celsius or above, a new, continuous cough or a change to their normal sense of taste/smell) the child will be isolated (but still looked after!) and the parents will be called to arrange collection.   You should then follow the ‘stay at home’: guidance for households with possible or confirmed cases of COVID 19, which sets out that the child must self-isolate for at least 7 days and should arrange to have a test.  Other members of the household should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms.  

Parents should contact school as soon as the test result is available.

If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to COVID 19, they can stop isolating.  They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – in which case it is better to avoid contact with other people until they are better.  Other members of the household can stop isolating.  


If someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home guidance’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 7 days from the onset of their symptoms and return to school only if they are free of COVID 19-like symptoms, other than a cough or loss of taste/smell (which can last several weeks). Other members of the household should continue to isolate for 14 days. 

When a pupil tests positive school will contact the local health protection team, who will make a rapid risk assessment and will work with the school on what actions they need to take. 

The school MUST send home those people who have been in close contact with the person that has tested positive and self-isolate for 14 days. Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to self-isolate unless someone become symptomatic.

As key workers, have all staff been tested for COVID-19?
No. Any staff member showing symptoms will not be on site and will adhere to Public Health England guidelines prior to returning to site. If a staff member suspected to have had Covid-19 is tested as negative, they will then be eligible to return to school if fit for work.

What hand-washing facilities and sanitising gel are available?
Each bubble has hand-washing facilities and at the present time, we have plenty of soap and sterilising gel.  There are also supplies in all toilets and around the school, such as the office.  Every child will be given their own hand gel, tissues and nailbrush to keep at their work station. 

School is thoroughly cleaned each day, with any areas of frequent contact e.g. door handles, and toilets being regularly cleaned throughout the day by the cleaner that will remain on site during school hours.

Will the structure of the school day remain the same?
Largely the same, but with some timetable variations to allow for a staggered start and end to the day along with staggered breaks and lunch.

Will breakfast club still be available?
Breakfast club is available to all children attending school if needed. Children attending breakfast club MUST be in school between 7.45am and 8.30am, via the main school entrance.  No food will be served after 8.30am. Normal breakfast club charges (£2.50 per day) will apply from 2nd September – this should be handed into the office on arrival. Please give us at least a day’s advance notice if you wish to take up a breakfast club place. Children will eat breakfast in their bubbles within their designated classroom.
What if I have 2 children in 2 eligible year groups with different start and end times?
As always, we will be flexible! Please email Mrs Plested to organise. We are aware of the families that this situation affects and already have a plan in place for you ☺

For any further information, queries or questions, please contact school. 

Take care and stay safe.  I look forward to welcoming you and your children back to school in September.

Kind regards,
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Michelle Ashfield
Headteacher 
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